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College, is a  time to party? College is kick start of life? People think college is a waste of money? Can I afford college? I am interested about this topic because there is so many beliefs and questions that I want answered. I would like to research and have more knowledge about college and hopefully answer some of  your questions if you are skeptical about going to college. I will start off saying that good grades are very important. 


Picking a college major can be hard and stressful. By the time you’re 18 years old, you are faced with big decisions that will affect the rest of your life, one of which is choosing a college major. You’ve probably mulled it over at length and have had many internal debates. You want to take everything into consideration so you end up doing something that will keep you fulfilled. I cant tell you enough how important I think it is to pick something you enjoy. If you see your self doing it in your free time, then its probably a good major for you. Be sure to consider majors that fit your strengths. Know what you want to do after you graduate and how the major will prepare you for the field. Go to your prospective colleges’ websites and view the major requirements.


The higher your grades are, the better off you are. Students with a high GPA get more attention from the admissions department, and more financial assistance from the aid office. Also with a high SAT and GPA score, you are more eligible to not only get into college but get offered a free scholarship. To score high on the test, its just like any other test, STUDY for it or take a SAT pre-class. Additionally If your high school offers advanced placement courses, you need to take them. These courses will allow you to earn college credits without having to pay college tuition. They will also show admissions officers that you are serious about your education. Yampah Mountain High School does something along theses lines, not only will you get dual credit but it looks really good on a college application. The next best thing you can do is get involved, participating in extracurricular activities, charities, and community events will upgrade your life and your college application. When your picking one of these make sure you like or have a passion for it, this will make the time you spend on these activities meaningful and fulfilling. 


I'm going to talk about benefits of going to a community college, then possibly transferring to four year college. First of all community college is way LESS expensive than another major University or college. If you parents or whom ever is paying for your college edjacation will be very happy to find out what the difference in cost really it. Obviously the credentials are not the same but every industry is different. When it comes to Photography, Culinary Arts or Digital Arts to name a few, it all depends on your skill level and not the piece of paper you have. When it comes to your education it is important to you explore all options and if you find that a community college will fit your needs and your budget then by all means pursue this excellent opportunity.


Additionally, going to a community college for 2 years offers the time and experience to figure out what you really want to do and enjoy doing. There is less money at stake and you have more options in terms of course offerings because some programs really allow you to deviate from your major. Community College programs are often shorter in duration so even if you complete a two year program straight out of high school you will still have ample time to gain experience in the work force or to go back for more schooling.


Community colleges offer small classes. Some community college classes have less students then high schools. You may ask yourself why are small classes so special? You will never know until you are in one. Some say that in community college you build a relationship with your professor/ teacher and “at least 3/4 of my professors knew me by my first name”. Having one on one discussion in class is a good benefit. When you move to a large college it is unusual for a professor to recognizes you outside the classroom.


What you should really think about, is to look at colleges in your state. It is a hell of a lot cheaper. If you can commute to the campus then you don't have to pay for room and board. Although there are programs that allow you to go out of state with just a little more than instate tuition. For example the W.U.E. Western Undergraduate Exchanged. The states that are included in this program are Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota,  Utah Washington, and Wyoming. As you can see with this program you have quite the selection. I am looking at the University of Hawaii, I'm working on the application this week.


If really cant afford college you have to commit to looking for grants and loans. There are people out there waiting to give their money for a good cause. See if your school has a tuition payment plan available. You’ll want to research future career options and salary expectations to make sure you will be able to afford to repay your student loan debt. If your high school offers dual credit with the local community college then get involved. If you have college credit in high school your college tuition will be a bit cheaper because you wont need as much credit when you are in college, therefore finishing sooner. 


Apply for grants and shcolarships, people are practically waiting to give money to a student with potential. If you are lucky, your school may award you with an athletic or academic scholarship. These types of scholarships often cover all 4 years! Search for scholarships from your workplace, church, community, and organizations that you are involved with. Also there are web sites that you log into and they will help you find scholarships.


Any way you can save money the better, look into buying used text college books but make sure you get in line early because they sell very quickly. Do some internet browsing as well, websites like Ebay and Amozon. You can download certain popular textbooks for free from websites likeFreeload Press. When your done with your books you can sell them back. ask your professor if you can use a previous edition of the textbook (older editions are usually less expensive). 


If college was free would everybody go? Is it because of money that kids go to college? 


Make extra money while attending college. If you were awarded federal work study on your award letter, you can earn extra money by working at your school or in your local community. If you didn't get get awarded then you can still get on a waiting list, so if a spot opens up you can fill it. Apply for part-time work at local businesses or restaurants. Ask your family if they know anybody you can intern for. Look for side jobs like babysitting, dog sitting, lawn mowing, or house maintenance. Consider what your majoring in and look into that. For example photography, you can work as a wedding or portrait photographer in your free time as well as being one of your schools  athletic photographer.


Reduce your college expense, there are many things you can do to save money.  Start walking, riding a bike, or skating around campus. Always be using the campuses  free transportation. Carpool with friends or roommates. If you are frequently fly look into student flight deals offered by airlines. Students often get discounts on just about anything, make sure your asking about student deals and discounts. Buy your computer, and accessories from the student discount program.


Cut you living expenses, rent or dorm is the second highest educational expense, after tuition. Look around for college apartment move in specials for college students. Then get a roommate to split the rent with you. Buy used furniture from thrift stores or Craigslist. If you can do with out cable, entertainment expense, do. Reduce eating  out at restaurants. Cook more at home not only is it cheaper but if you do it with someone you can make it a bonding time. 


For some people attending a University is life changing, its transformational for some people. You are cocooned from the worries of day-to-day living. Its intoxicating  not knowing what is going to happen. It is a huge privilege to be able to live in a spontaneous way where you just pursue things that occur without having to have your diary planned years in advance. I feel like I wouldn't matter what you did at the University, as long as you did it well and with a passion. 


Some people think that University help you understand the subjects you'er learning easier. I feel that Universities can convert information into knowledge in a way that you can't get if you just go on Google. College is an experience but its also a time to push yourself to you're intellectual limits. It's not just that you are in training, it's more that you are finally letting your mind expand. I say “If you have not only had experiences in the here and now but have gone on journeys with people now dead or a long way away” I mean reading books, then your notion of ideas and concepts is more various.” I found this online I fully agree with it, not only can you relate to more but you have more examples to draw on and things are more meaningful. But the academic life is not for everyone. The assumption that everyone has to go to university is unfair and puts artificial and inappropriate expectations on young people. Some people don't go to college and have very fulfilling and interesting jobs. Pursuing any kind of subject just for the sake of having a degree is silly and I feel very strongly that people shouldn't be made to feel inferior because they haven't been to a university.


One of the biggest advantages to going to college is that you’ll be entitled for more high-paying jobs in most fields. There are some cases where this doesn’t always hold true, college grads do, on average, make significantly more money than workers who just have a high school diploma. As a matter of fact, according to the U.S. Cenus Bureau, the annual salary average differences between educational levels is astounding:


-High school drop outs: $18,734


-High school graduates: $27,915


-College grads (with a bachelor’s degree): $51,206

-Advanced degree holders: $74,602

That means, over the course or working for 40 years, someone with a high school diploma will make $1,116,600 while someone with a bachelor’s degree will make $2,048,204. That’s just about a million dollars more! These statistics are as of 2004. Newer studies are showing larger gaps hopefully encouraging students to higher their education. College presents you with challenges that you don’t find in high school, and gives you independence and opportunities that you wouldn’t get any other way. Employers value that, knowing that the more diverse and talented people they have on staff, the better their business will be overall. So, even if you have experience in your field, you might be passed up for a job promotion or not get a job interview just because you don’t have a degree. It’s about more than just skill. Having a degree tells employers not just that you are prepared for the job education-wise, but also that…

-You’re independent and ready to make decisions on your own.

-You know how to deal with stress.

-You can make responsible choices about your life and work.

-You have experiences outside of just education that you can bring to the table.

-You’re used to working in diverse groups.


Going to college has a great deal of benefits, I hold one benefit above them all. If you go to college, your children and even your grandchildren are more likely to go to college as well. You children will be more likely to particpat it extracurricular activities and sports. Also, the cognitive skills of children between the ages of three and five are highly correlated with the education level of their mothers. I feel that families with higher education tend to having a better standard of living. Also, “According to experts, college graduates are self-confident, have greater knowledge of governance, are less likely to become criminals, are emotionally and financially secure, make better partners and parents, and have a deeper understanding of human nature.” Reported the website http://www.todaysgibill.org/, all of which are encouraging you to be a good citizen and a well rounded individual. Even the society benefits from people going to college, high school graduates are three times more likely to live in poverty than college graduates, and eight times more likely to depend on public assistance programs. In reference to http://www.todaysgibill.org/ “For every female high school student who goes on to attend college, society saves $48,600 over her lifetime. For every African-American male who goes on to finish college instead of dropping out of high school, society saves $294,000,” these numbers are staggering. I will throw some more statistics at you, “At every age group, the more educated someone is, the more likely she/he is to vote. It’s most awing among the ages of 18- to -24 years olds, where college graduates are 2-1/2 times as likely to vote as those who haven’t finished high school.” Then you got your community benefits, the share of people who donate their time to organizations and the number of hours that they spend in volunteer activities are higher among individuals with higher levels of education. 


Going to college has health benefits too. People are more likely to be a nonsmoker and be physically healthier. People who don't finish high school are more likely to maintain the habit of smoking. While people with advanced degrees, the rate of smoking has dropped. Those with more education are more likely to exercise than those with less education. Similarly College-educated adults are also less likely than others to be obese or have obese children. It comes back to better jobs, job satisfaction and, job benefits such as health insurance or pension plans. People that are satisfied with their jobs are more likely to be happy.  It's more likely to get a pension plan or health insurance from the job you get from your degree, pension plan is essentially free money from your employer. 

 
College prepares you for the “real world” and helps your ability to analytically think. I have all of these question. Will college prepare me? Give me the ability to multitask? The ability to achieve goals? The ability to adapt? Ability to meet deadlines, thrive under deadline pressure? Will college give me the writing skills I will need in the real world? Or the ability to research. Give me organization skill?

